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The Safe Sc:hcols:ij":_'.ff'f?j
CoallTlon -

Unders’randmg &
Addr'essmg Anti- Gay
Harassmen’r and Vlolence _i-
in SChOOlS - -
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What is the Mission of the
Safe Schools Coalition?

We work to help schools - at

home and all over the world -

become safe places where
every family can belong,

where every educator can

teach, and where every child
can learn, regardless of

gender identity or sexual

orientation.
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‘Who Belongs to the Coalition?
:_'Diver'se organizations, for example:
L Amerlcan Friends Service Comml‘r‘ree

=i Balnbrldge Island School DISTI"ICTS Mul’rlcul’rur'al
Advnsory Council

0 Ben’ron/ Franklin Council for Chuldren
0 Co mml’r’ree for Chlldren i
D Gay Lesblan PTSA of Gr'ea‘rer' PugeT Sound
i League of Women Voters of Washmg‘ron
‘0 Mountain View ngh School GSA
] Mul’n Fal‘rh Alliance of Reconculmg Communmes
el NW Coalmon for Human Dlngy |

O Open Door Ministries/LC - Evcmgellcal LuTheran '_ :
" Churches of America :

O Parerﬁs, Family & Friends of Lesbians & Gays
e School Nurse'Or'gani“zd'rion of Washihg’ron |

| D Sea‘r‘rle ng Co. Dept. of Publlc Heal’rh

[ Seattle Office for Civil Rights
O S_n_o_homush County Human Services Dept.
O Stonewall Youth.
D Washmg’ron Education Assocua‘rlon . .
0 WA §'r_a_’re Superm’r__en-den‘r of Publ__u_c_-I_ns’rruc’ribn - '-
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Wha’r was 'rhe Safe
" Schools Prqecf’

D one ac'nvn'ry of ’rhe Coalmon .

i D a state-wide 5.- year' (1994- _
: 1998) quall‘ra'nve study

i D _an examma’rlon of am'l -gay :

harassment & violence in
schools, Kmdergar"l'en |
Through 12th grade

! D an explora'l'lon of the

- perspectives of children,

teens, paren‘rs/guardlans,
- and educa‘rors |




How were ‘rhe Dafa
Collected’

Inmally 12 face 'ro face

» reports at one focus group

_and several suppor't gr'oups :
» while the instrument was bemg

S developed and ’res'red

_Then 105 felephone .
__ | mfervnews (1- 800 5B- PROUD
' now 1-888-307- 9275)
__ _conducted by Tramed |
| - counselors .. solucn'red via mass
medla posfer's and workshops.




We sTudled 'l'he ._
per'spechves of

- - S'rudern's _
, 98 Tar'gefed chlldren and Teens L
9 youth wutnesses L

| o D friends of targeted youth

Professuonals
7 'rar'geted educa‘l'or's -

9 educator witnesses
16 professionals who Iear'ned about
~an mcuden'r after the facf

Parenfs .

3 par'en'r wn‘nesses -

] '10 par'em‘s who Iear'ned abouf an
mcnden’r af1'er' ’rhe facf
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We studied
incidents from:

73 schools
37 public school districts

13 counties

San Jua niy

Clallam
———

—————t 7 Snohomis Chebn -
. Nouglas
\ Lincoln [PPokan

Whatc om
¥ Skagit Okanogan

Islande

Pend Oredle

Grant

Adams f ia

55 n!




All the incidents we
studied:
[1 were based on bias against
gay, lesbian, bisexual, or
transgender people
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[0 happened since 1990

1 »[1 involved Washington State
elementary, middle or high
i = schools (public or private)

| Vs
L

i 20 occurred, at least in part ..

- on school property

- on the way to or from school
- at a school-sponsored event




How was the PI‘OJeCT funded‘?

Our primary grant and in-kind funding
(m excess of $1 000:) came from:

Seaﬁ'le Counselmg Servnce for Sexual
s Mmormes

: Seaﬁle ng Co. Dep1' of PLIbliC Heal‘l’h

Nor'ﬂ'\wes’r Coalition Against Maltcuous i
' Har'assmen‘r (now called the NW Coalmon
for Human Dlgm'ry) e

Pr'lde Founda'l'lon
Nahonal Educcmon Assocua’non

The Cl'fY of Seaﬁle and Provudence Meducal‘
_ Cem‘er - "

The ng Coun’ry Commission for Chuldr'en
. Youth and Famulues

Snohomlsh County Human Servnces Dept

NW Cenfer' for Equuty and Dlver'sn‘y at
Edmonds Community College

DSHS qnd the U S. Depar'rmen'r of .J' us‘nce _

Washmg‘ron Educatlon Assocna’rnon
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We studied one hundred
eleven incidents:

[1 26 one-time, climate-setting
incidents

1 38 cases of on-going verbal
and other harassment

L1 17 cases of physical
harassment and/or sexual
assault, short of rape

L] 22 physical assaults

L] 8 gang rapes
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; wha‘l' we Iearned re:
WHEN & WHERE ”

it happens ..

[ Every month of ’rhe -
school year wn‘h peaks =
, - in Oct. .
12 0 All over school, bu’r

o090 " 1li' [\ 1II i» 0 w lli

. especmlly m

oom or in or
. _near thegym
— .

Bl Thr'oughout the school

day with mos’r r'apes :
beTween 3 p m.




what we learned re:
WHO is targeted ..

Everyone is vulnerable,

regardless of:

a ge

g ender

r ace

where they live

a nd even their
orientation

il
—
-
Sl
Y
-
il

—a
a2
-_—
=
-
-
il

s »
=
2

- °
=
- @
- B
= &
- 2
9
—
= °
2

- °
=
- @
- B
= &
- 2




What seemed to make the
offenders think these 148

people were gay?

Had come out

privately

(19)
Had come out

Unknown (23) publicly (34)

Were "found out”
(5) Rumors, gender

role (31)
Had HIV (2)

Had GLB friends
(38)
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what we learned re:
WHO offends ...

They were of all ages.

They were of various races.

More were male than female:

no. of case




Offenders ou'mumber'ed
1'he people they Targe’red
by about 21 agams1' 1

V4

[

141

o targetedpeople  offenders
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wha’r we Iearned re: ’rhe-:f:
EFFECTS on ’rarge’red |

~ youth ..
Many take fllgh*r

SC(Id it was harder' to |
concentrate in class
| cut one or more classes :
. »27% skipped whole days of school
, droppedaclass
_ changed schools, some
~multiple times |
% dropped out of school i
% began or increased ’rhelr L
substance abuse
_ a’r‘remp’red smcude

-

o . }’OUﬂg peap/e comml ﬁed swczde -




what we learned re:
ADULTS roles ...

[1 Some were offenders

[1 Some weren't offenders, but
added to the target's distress

Some did or said nothing

Some intervened

Some intervened and educated

Some intervened, educated,
and supported the target
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1 » [] Some removed the offender(s)

Lo [] Some disciplined offender(s)
-
s 2




{2 What we learned about
1'he times NOBODY

s WENT to school
o au’rhorl‘hes FOR HELP ;

] 1/3 of mcudenTs wer'e L
' . neither witnessed by,

. * nor reported to school _
au’rhom’nes due To

|, targets'

-__shame

i+ - confusion,

- hopelessness or




Wha‘l' we Iearned about -;-:f:
FAMILIES roles . !

o Almost half of chlldren
and teens confided ina
- parent or guar'dlcm |

0 dr e 1Ir : i» 0 w :»

. D Maybe those who dldn £

had good reason, but 9
out of 10 of Those who
_did got support. -~

: ] 13 paren‘rs actually called
L Saje. ((C 73 |

Schools .

for help >

nowl 888- 307 9275 |
(whlch we can STI“ provude) -;.:f
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The s'rorles speak
for' Themselves

Ca'regor'y e physucal harassment and/or' .

. sexual assault short of rape.

Ca’regor'y 4 - physucal assauH's
_ _-_C___n‘regory 5 _=-_.__gang- rapes ;




E |gh1'y 'rhr'ee
Thousand Youth

Selec’red Fmdmgs of .
ElghT Popula’rlon Based
| STUdiZS |
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| SafeTy and Well-Being of
| . Sexual Minority Students




Harassed because someone
thought they were gay ...

Seattle: 8% of all
students grades 9-12 (6% o

heterosexual teens; 34% of GLB teens)

Wisconsin: 5% of sample
of students grades 9-12

Connecticut: 6% of
sample of 7th, 9th and
11th graders
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My famlly loves and
suppor"rs me

harassed

non-harassed

My Teacher's really care
abou’r me cmd encoumge me

harassed
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°I was threatened or injured By
someone with a weapon at school-?
m pas’r 12 mon‘rhs

'L have mlssed aT Ieas’r one day |
~ of school because I felt
il unsafe in pas‘r 30 days -

harassed

non-
harassed
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Described themselves as
gay, lesbian or bisexual ...

Seattle: 4.5% of all
students grades 9-12
(another 47% were unsure)

Minnesota: 1.1% of sample
of students grades 7-12

Massachusetts: 2.0% of

sample of students grades
9-12
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I made a su:c:'i"'de a’r’remp’r m

gay, lesbian, bisexual

heterosexual
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Reported same-gender
sexual ...

"experience”: 3.0% of a
sample of students grades
9-12 (Massachusetts)

“contact”: 4.4% of a

sample of students grades
8-12 (Vermont)

“intercourse”: 0.2% of a
sample of students grades
9-12 (San Francisco)
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In nearly every s’rudy in
* whlch r'esearcher's have

Threatened |
fear'mg for 'rhelr' safe'ry
- se/f—endanger‘mg
- heavy alcohol or o1'her' drug
_--_use,_ it e
= 'anor'exua/b'ullmla

[ having been (or havmg
~ gotten someone) pr'egnan‘r

i havmg made a serious
_ suncnde qﬁ'emp'r
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The Scn‘e Schools}f".;-:t;fsf;?i:
CoallTlon .

Undersfondmg & -
Addressmg Malicious
Har'assmen’r m Schools .
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In a 1999 Seattle study, more
than 1/4 of high school
students in every ethnic group
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So what?

They were nearly
three times as likely
as their non racially-
harassed peers fo
report having skipped
at least one whole
day of school in the
past month out of
fear for their own
safety.




“I feel as if the issue
of racism and sexual
harassment need to
be talked about more
in schools because
every year and every
grade you go up it
gets worse and

worse.”

-- anonymous student
comment on the open-ended
part of the survey
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In the same study, 48% of
high school girls and 20% of

- boys said they had been the

target of offensive sexual
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So what?

Like the racially harassed
students, youth of both
genders were fwice as
likely if they had been
sexually-harassed fo
report having skipped at
least one whole day of
school in the past month
out of fear.




“I have been
harassed by having
people say rude and
disturbing things
which I find
uncomfortable and
also some of them
will even touch girls
... I notice again how
ittle the teachers do.”

-- anonymous student

comment on the open-ended
part of the survey
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¥ » In the same study, 6% of 9-

=* 12th graders said they had
been harassed because some-
one thought they were gay or
ffffffffffffffffffffff lesbian.

| , Heterosexual g0 iial Gay/Lesbian

36




Sexual Orientation of
Students Reporting
Yrientation. B l
Harassment

- Gay/Lesbian_7%

"EEEEREEEEKER

Heterosexual
70% 37
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So what?

_ Even heterosexual youth
* who had been verbally or
s :physically gay-bashed were

1 #» at increased risk.
=

|« They were three times as
& likely as their non-

2 harassed, heterosexual

| > peers fo report having

- :sk/;aped at least one whole

e day of school in the past
| » month out of fear.

.




“Many people call
me gay even though

I am not and they

keep on accusing
l- me of watching porn,
| even though I don’t.”

-- anonymous student
comment on the open-ended
part of the survey
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Harassment in Seattle
High Schools, 1999

Three Types

Two 3%
Types
16%
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O‘I'her for'ms of
mallcmus
har'assmenf

commonly repor‘red
- (anecdotally)

m schools. .

dlsablllty-based
el ancestry/nahonal or'lgm based__

r‘ellglon based
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QUIZ‘

Klds ar'e JLIS'I' mean

ri'-"___";'_'_j_and ther'e s noThmg we__ﬁf;?

can do abou? |1'







Wha'r can we do abouT l’r'> 'f

i Poluc:es & con’rr'ac‘r Ianguage

3

: le'mg

: Tr'ammg

4: ler'ar'y Collec'rlon -
: Student Ac'ruvusm |

6: Cur'r'lculum S
Modelmg Respect & Consuder'a'l'lon_
: Requur'mg Respec-:'l' & Consld_er'ahon;

In’rer'ven'rlon




Safe Schools Coalmon

| www safeschoolscoalmon or'g

crises: 1-888-307-9275
mfo 206 632 0662 ex’r 49

scp_al_n'rlon : or'g__
scoalition. org_f
scoalition. or'g
'rr'ammg@safeschoolscoalmon org
quesﬂons@safeschooIscoalmon org




Help us provnde ’rmmlng ':
| and resources for o
- educa‘ror‘s

Tax deduchble doncmons may_ |
- bemade payable to

| Safe Schools COG'ITIOH
) onlme www. safeschoolscoalmon or'g
e e e
c/o Llfelong AIDS Alllance
| 1002FE Seteca
SeaTTIe WA 98122-4203
Phone 206-957-1621
TTY/TDD: 206-323- 2685
Fax 206 325 2689 =




K’We will have to repent in %
generation not merely for the
hateful words and actions of the
bad people, but for the appalling

gm‘ the good people.” -

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

My personal pledge:
"To make our schools
safer,

I will .."

Y
=
£ »
@
PN
)
L ®
¥
B
PN
@
PN
)
L ®




