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March 18, 2008  
 
Ellen Kahn  
Director, Family Project 
Human Rights Campaign  
1640 Rhode Island Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20036 

Dear Ellen: 

On behalf of the entire Safe Schools Coalition I 
would like to thank you and Allison Herwitt for 
joining us at our general meeting on February 19, 
2008. We appreciate your willingness to share with 
us HRC’s decision making process regarding the 
Federal Employment Non-Discrimination Act.   

I am writing you this letter, as previously discussed, 
to inform you of your colleagues’ decision 
regarding HRC’s membership. As you know, the 
Coalition’s mission explicitly includes gender 
identity/gender expression, along with sexual 
orientation, and member organizations sign a 
commitment when they apply to join the Coalition 
to uphold its mission. After a long discussion – in 
which it was acknowledged that HRC is upholding 
that aspect of the Coalition’s mission in its 
Welcoming Schools project – even as it did not do 
so during the ENDA struggle -- it was decided to 
suspend HRC’s membership to give HRC some  
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time to demonstrate its commitment to the 
Coalition’s mission across your divisions. We 
would be glad to offer some specific suggestions of 
ways you might do that and we want to make clear 
the Coalition’s willingness to reassess with you in 
six months.  

In the meantime we invite and encourage you to 
develop a plan of action which highlights how your 
organization is committed to internal education 
regarding transgender issues, how you can become 
better transgender allies/advocates, and how you are 
going to work to heal the rift between HRC and the 
LGBTQ community on this matter. I encourage you 
to remember that any person can be targeted for 
gender non-conformity regardless of their sexual 
orientation or gender identity.  

We would like you to talk over your action plan, if 
you choose to create one, in the very near future. 
We look forward to working with you through out 
the rest of 2008 and we will reassess the renewal of 
your membership in 2009. Please feel free to 
contact us at anytime with questions, or concerns.  

Sincerely, 

 

 
Ethan M. Blustein 
w206-330-2099 
c206-369-9588 
ethan@safeschoolscoalition.org  
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                                                                   Cc: Allison Herwitt                                              
       Legislative Director 
       Human Rights Campaign   
       1640 Rhode Island Avenue, NW                   
       Washington, DC 20036                                  
 
       Joe Solmonese 
       President 
       Human Rights Campaign 
      1640 Rhode Island Avenue, NW 
      Washington, DC 20036 
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