Our Goal:
A Safe Learning
Environment for Every
Child, at Every School
Students often experience harassment, bullying and
physical violence at school.Those who are gay, lesbian,
bisexual, transgender or questioning their sexuality, or
those who are perceived as different by others are
especially vulnerable.
In Washington State, 15% of 8th graders and 12% of 10th
graders report having been harassed at school for being
gay, lesbian or bisexual whether they actually are or not
(Healthy Youth Survey, 2008). And the Safe Schools
Coalition gets reports every month of bullying and
physical assaults due to students' gender expression or
bias related to sexual orientation.Teen Health Surveys
conducted by school districts have also documented
harassment and fear of violence felt by sexual minority
and heterosexual students alike.
Often educators may not have the understanding, tools
or support to intervene and stop harassment from
happening, or to investigate and respond appropriately.
All too often, gay and lesbian youth feel they are being
blamed for the problem, and are left vulnerable to
continuing danger.
If you are experiencing anti-gay harassment in a
Washington State school, or if your friend is, if you are a
parent or a neighbor, or a teacher or school counselor,
you are invited to report incidents of anti-gay harassment
to the Safe Schools Coalition.
If you are an administrator, feel free to call us for
consultation and technical assistance.You will be offered
the help of our intervention team to assist you in ending
the harassment.

We Offer:
t

Telephone consultation and advice

t

Safety plan for immediate
protection

t

Resources for local support

t

Summary of legal duties of schools

t

Support for the student and family

t

Advocates to speak to your school
administrators and other employees

t

Training and education on
understanding and addressing
harassment, focusing on
orientation-based bullying and
violence

t

A resource guide on gay youth
issues in the schools

Many
students miss
classes or
drop out to
avoid
harassment
and violence.

The Safe Schools
Coalition
Intervention
Services
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Helping schools end anti-gay
bullying and harassment.
Phone:

1-877-SAFE-SAFE
(1-877-723-3723, 24 hours a day)
intervention@safeschoolscoalition.org
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